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CANNING RIVER — OXYGENATION PLANTS 

Statement by Minister for Environment 

MR W.R. MARMION (Nedlands — Minister for Environment) [12.09 pm]: I take this opportunity to update 

the house on the $2.4 million allocated in this year’s state budget to improve oxygen concentrations on the 

Canning River. As members may be aware, the oxygenation program began in 1998 with the opening of two 

oxygenation plants on the Canning River upstream of the Kent Street Weir. Since that time, these two 

oxygenation plants have worked throughout the summer months to maintain oxygen concentrations at levels that 

preserve the environment values of the Kent Street Weir pool, and promote the usability of this section of the 

Canning River for a diversity of recreational users. However, these two oxygenation plants have been working to 

improve water quality since 1998, and constant operation throughout the summer months for almost 15 years 

means that both plants are in need of a major overhaul. To achieve this, the state government has committed 

$1.4 million as part of the 2012–13 budget to allow for a substantial upgrade to both existing oxygenation plants 

on the Canning River, improving their effectiveness and efficiency such that people can continue to enjoy this 

beautiful section of our Swan Canning Riverpark.  

Also, I am pleased to confirm that the state government is committing a further $1 million to the Canning 

oxygenation project for use in 2013–14. This money, which brings the total funding outlined in the most recent 

budget for this project to $2.4 million, will ensure that we can supply oxygen to all remaining pockets of the 

Canning River that require it. Importantly, this money is provided in addition to the $1 million this government 

announced in May 2010 to design and build a third oxygenation plant on the Canning River, construction of 

which is due to commence in 2013. In total, the additional $2.4 million committed to the Canning River 

oxygenation project will ensure that we never return to the regular algal blooms and foul smells that were all too 

common in this section of the river prior to 1998. I look forward to being able to update the house on the 

progress of this important initiative for the Canning River in the future. 

 


